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The  History  of  Long  Wharf 

Boston  owes  its  location  and  much  of  its  growth  to  the  sea, 
and  Long  Wharf  is  an  important  element  in  its  history  and 
development. 

In  1630,  John  Winthrop,  Governor  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony,  chose  the  Shawmut  peninsula,  with  its  high  ground 
and  natural  harbor  as  the  site  for  the  City  of  Boston.  By  the 
late  1600"s,  Boston  merchants  were  trading  food,  lumber  and 
European  goods  for  molasses  and  rum  from  the  West  Indies. 
By  1702,  Boston's  port  ranked  third  in  size  and  activity  after 
London  and  Bristol,  England. 

During  the  late  17th  century,  Boston  was  growing  at  a  rate  of 
1800  to  2000  people  per  year  and  needed  a  new  wharf  to 
accommodate  the  increase  in  port  activities.  In  1707,  Captain 
Oliver  Noyes  and  his  associates  proposed  the  construction  of  a 
wharf  at  the  base  of  King  Street  (now  State  Street)  where 
Governor's  Dock  existed.  In  1709,  the  citizens  of  Boston 
approved  the  new  wharf  which  was  to  be  "the  width  of  King 
Street  with  a  common  sewer,  and  a  thirty-foot  public  way  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  forever."  Noyes  built  Long 
Wharf  between  1711  and  1715. 

From  the  beginning.  Long  Wharf  was  Boston's  largest  wharf 
and  was  touted  as  a  "superb  wharf,  advancing  nearly  2000  feet 
into  the  sea,  wide  enough  along  its  length  for  stores  and 
shops".  It  was  lined  with  brick  warehouses  similar  to  the  style 
of  the  Gardiner  Building  which  is  now  the  Chart  House 
restaurant.  At  the  head  of  the  wharf  was  the  Bunch  of  Grapes 
Tavern,  once  described  by  John  Adams  as  a  "breeding  ground 
for  bastards  and  legislators." 

Long  Wharfs  place  in  Boston's  colonial  history  is  not  limited 
to  its  role  in  the  city's  commercial  life.  It  was  also  important  in 
the  city's  military  history.  Nearly  all  the  British  troops  that 
came  to  Boston  disembarked  at  Long  Wharf.  A  Paul  Revere 
engraving  shows  the  British  ships  landing  on  Long  Wharf  in 
1768.  In  March  of  1776,  the  British  General  Howe  and  1100 
loyalists  retreated  from  Boston  at  this  location. 
Long  Wharf  remained  important  throughout  the  19th  century. 
In  1845,  the  granite  and  brick  Greek  Revival  Customs  House 


Block  was  built  and  served  as  the  immigration  depot  for 
Boston.  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  was  employed  here  as  an 
inspector.  In  the  mid  19th  century,  Long  Wharf  was  also  the 
home  of  numerous  fish  and  salt  stores  and  processors.  In  1889, 
the  United  Fruit  Company  established  offices  and  wooden  and 
tin  fruit  storage  sheds  on  Long  Wharf.  During  this  period,  the 
wharf  was  no  longer  visually  open  to  the  sea  at  the  east  end. 
The  wharf  remained  in  this  physical  form  until  the  mid  1960's 
when  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  acquired  the  wharf 
for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  public  and  began  to 
encourage  the  private  rehabilitation  of  the  Gardiner  Building 
and  Customs  House  Block.  At  the  same  time,  the  Authority 
began  to  lease  dock  space  to  excursion  boat  operators  who 
have  since  developed  successful  boat  lines  which  run  trips  to 
the  South  Shore,  Harbor  Islands,  and  Provincetown. 


T  Wharf 


No  history  of  Long  Wharf  is  complete  without  mention  of  T 
Wharf,  the  T-shaped  wharf  attached  to  Long  Wharfs  northern 
face.  It  was  constructed  in  the  18th  century  to  take  advantage 
of  the  deep  water  available  midway  down  Long  Wharf. 
T  Wharf  became  the  center  of  Boston's  fishing  industry  during 
the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries.  Sometime  after  the 
decline  of  the  fishing  trade  in  Boston,  T  Wharf  became  a 
favored  residential  address  for  artists  and  the  home  of  the  very 
popular  Blue  Ship  Tea  Room  until  the  wharfs  disintegration  in 
the  1960's. 


Long  Wharf  Today 

Today  on  Long  Wharf,  the  1763  brick  Gardiner  Building 
houses  the  Chart  House  restaurant  and  the  1845  granite  and 
brick  Customs  House  Block  building  has  been  restored  for 
residential,  office  and  commercial  occupancy.  Both  structures 
are  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
The  Long  Wharf  Hotel  is  scheduled  for  completion  in  1982. 
Immediately  to  the  south,  the  New  England  Telephone 
Company  is  renovating  their  building,  once  used  as  a  switching 
center,  into  executive  offices. 

The  wharf  itself,  however,  has  not  received  equal  attention.  Its 
timber  decks  on  wood  piles  are  in  an  advanced  state  of 
deterioration  and  can  no  longer  safely  support  the  concrete  and 
bituminous  wharf  surfaces  which  were  once  the  floors  of  the 
now  defunct  fruit  trade  storage  sheds.  Long  Wharf  in  its 
present  condition  remains  a  significant,  yet  incomplete  portion 
of  the  downtown  waterfront  urban  renewal  area. 
The  restoration  of  Long  Wharf  is  a  massive  undertaking. 
Boston  Harbor's  13-foot  tides  have  exposed  the  wood  piles  to 
repeated  wetting  and  drying  over  the  years.  The  piles  and 
timber  grillage,  nearly  100  years  old,  are  now  in  an  advanced 
state  of  decay.  Fortunately,  beneath  the  concrete  and  timber 
decks  the  original  18th  and  19th  century  granite  bulkheads  are 
still  virtuallv  intact. 
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Implementation 


Stage  1 

The  eastern  end  of  Long  Wharf  will  be  restored  to  its  original 
configuration  by  removing  the  late  19th  century  concrete  and 
timber  decks  and  exposing  the  18th  and  19th  century  granite 
bulkheads.  The  wharf  will  be  paved  with  granite  cobbles  and 
brick,  a  surface  reminiscent  ot  the  original  working  wharf.  The 
entire  perimeter  of  the  wharf  will  accommodate  mooring  space 
for  institutional,  commercial  and  visiting  vessels. 
A  canopy  structure  at  the  end  of  the  wharf  will  provide 
weather  protection  for  taxi  and  commuter  boat  patrons  and 
other  wharf  visitors.  It  could  be  designed  to  be  enclosed  in  the 
winter  months.  Seating,  lighting,  bollards,  bicycle  racks,  flower 
tubs,  a  directory  located  at  Atlantic  Avenue  and  small  scale 
historic  information  will  be  included  in  Stage  I. 

Stage  2 

The  property  adjacent  to  the  Long  Wharf  Hotel,  the  New 
England  Telephone  Company  and  Waterfront  Park  as  well  as 
the  State  Street  right-of-way  east  of  Atlantic  Avenue  will  be 
developed. 

Pedestrian  access  to  Long  Wharf  will  be  strengthened  through 
the  reestablishment  of  the  first  section  of  1709  public  way, 
beginning  at  Atlantic  Avenue  along  State  Street  and  running  to 
the  existing  boardwalk.  The  passageway  through  the  new  hotel 
will  provide  public  access  from  Waterfront  Park  to  Long  and 
Central  Wharves.  A  centralized  ticket  and  information  booth 
will  be  located  at  the  intersection  of  the  East  India  Row  and 
State  Street  east  of  the  New  England  Telephone  Company. 
Vehicular  access  will  be  redefined  by  closing  East  India  Row 
and  limiting  access  from  Atlantic  Avenue  at  State  Street.  This 
entrance  will  end  in  a  cul-de-sac  in  front  of  the  Long  Wharf 
Hotel.  Only  maintenance,  service,  delivery  and  residential 
vehicles  will  be  allowed  beyond  the  cul-de-sac  onto  the  wharf. 

Stage  3 

The  center  portion  of  the  wharf  will  be  completed.  The 
remaining  historic  granite  bulkheads  will  be  stabilized  and 
restored  on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  wharf  opposite  the 
Chart  House  and  Custom  House  Block.  The  south  side  wharf 
edge  opposite  the  Long  Wharf  Hotel  necessitates  reconstruction 
of  a  new  deck  on  piles  to  extend  the  1709  public  way  while 
allowing  space  for  vehicular  access.  Gangway  and  float  system 
access  for  patron  loading  onto  excursion  boats  will  be 
anticipated  and  built  as  an  integral  part  of  the  wharf. 

Completion  of  the  Master  Plan 

Additional  improvements  such  as  the  reconstruction  of  T  wharf 
with  its  public  dock,  mooring  space  and  viewing  tower;  the 
historical  display  and  the  "Steps  to  the  Sea"  on  Long  Wharf; 
and  the  upgrading  of  the  area  between  Long  and  Central 
Wharves  with  its  waterfront  terminal  and  new  pavement  will 
complete  the  master  plan  for  this  important  section  of  the 
Boston  waterfront. 

Funding 

Public  improvements  along  any  segment  of  the  Boston 
waterfront  which  result  in  restored  piers  and  bulkheads  and 
create  new  public  open  space  and  public  access  to  Boston 
Harbor  are  enormously  expensive  undertakings.  The  total 
public  costs  of  nearly  $8  million  for  all  phases  of  the  Long 
Wharf  Master  Plan  represent  costs  which  cannot  be  borne  by 
the  City  of  Boston  alone.  If  the  Master  Plan  is  to  be  achieved, 
the  City  must  be  able  to  continue  to  tap  federal  funds  and  must 
receive  financial  assistance  from  those  public  agencies  at  the 
federal  and  state  level  who  are  intimately  involved  and 
concerned  with  this  project. 

Implementing  the  Master  Plan  also  depends  upon  continued 
commitment  of  financial  assistance  from  those  private  entities 
who  will  benefit  directly  from  the  plan.  Preliminary  indications 
of  such  private  financial  assistance  are  encouraging. 
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Background 


In  1979,  Sasaki  Associates,  Inc.  prepared  a  master  plan  for  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  for  the  Boston  waterfront 
from  Commercial  Wharf,  south  to  Fort  Point  Channel  and 
northeast  to  Pier  4  in  South  Boston.  The  BRA  published  this 
plan  in  Boston  Harbor,  Challenges  and  Opportunities  for  the 
1980's.  During  the  course  of  this  effort,  the  following  goals 
were  established  through  a  public  planning  process: 

•To  assure  adequate  public  (including  the  handicapped 

public)  access  to,  and  open  space  along,  the  water's  edge. 
•To  better  accommodate  boating  uses,  anticipate  their 
growth  and  to  provide  an  orderly  program  for  their 
expansion,  considering  both  waterside  and  landside  space 
and  functional  needs. 
•To  create  opportunities  for  sound,  higher  density 
development  that  will  be  compatible  with  other  waterfront 
uses. 
•To  improve  linkages  between  the  MBTA  and  commuter/ 

tourist/excursion  boats. 
•To  preserve  and  enhance  environmental  and  navigational 

conditions  in  the  harbor. 
•To  assure  that  contemporary  design  and  new  public  spaces 

reflect  the  waterfront's  historic  past. 
•To  propose  a  public  strategy  for  dealing  with  harbor 
issues. 
This  brochure  summarizes  the  Master  Plan  for  Long  Wharf,  a 
first  step  toward  the  realization  of  these  goals.  It  is  a  plan 
which  can  be  implemented  with  the  assistance  of  those  public 
and  private  entities  who  have  a  commitment  to  the  restoration 
of  the  wharf  and  the  achievement  of  a  major  entrance  to  the 
Boston  Harbor  Islands  State  Park. 


For  the  Centennial  Dinner 

of  the    Proprietors    of   Boston    Pier, 
or  the  Long  Wharf,  April  16,  1873 

Dear  friends,  we  are  strangers;  we  never 
before 

Have  suspected  what  love  to  each  other 
we  bore; 

But  each  of  us  all  to  his  neighbor  is  dear. 

Whose  heart  has  a  throb  for  our  time- 
honored  pier. 

As  1  look  on  each  brother  proprietor's 
face, 

1  could  open  my  arms  in  a  lovmg  em- 
brace; 

What  wonder  that  feelmgs,  undreamed  of 
so  long. 

Should  burst  all  at  once  in  a  blossom  of 
song! 

While  I  turn  my  fond  glance  on  the  mon- 
arch of  piers. 

Whose  throne  has  stood  firm  through  his 
eightscore  of  years. 

My  thought  travels  backward  and  reaches 
the  day 

When  they  drove  the  first  pile  on  the  edge 
of  the  bay. 

See!  The  joiner,  the  shipwright,  the  smith 

from  his  forge. 
The  redcoat,  who  shoulders  his  gun  for 

King  George, 
The    shopman,    the    'prentice,    the    boys 

from  the  lane. 
The  parson,  the  doctor  with  gold-headed 

cane. 


Come  trooping  down  King  Street,  where 
now  may  be  seen 

The  pulleys  and  ropes  of  a  mighty  ma- 
chine; 

The  weight  rises  slowly;  it  drops  with  a 
thud; 

And,  lo!  the  great  timber  sinks  deep  m 
the  mud! 

They  are  gone,  the  stout  craftsmen  that 
hammered  the  piles. 

And  the  square-toed  old  boys  \n  the  three- 
cornered  tiles; 

The  breeches,  the  buckles,  have  faded 
from  view, 

And  the  parson's  white  wig  and  the  ribbon 
tied  queue. 

The  redcoats  have  vanished;  the  last  gren- 
adier 

Stepped  into  the  boat  from  the  end  of  our 
pier; 

They  found  that  our  hills  were  not  easy  to 
climb. 

And  the  order  came,  "Countermarch, 
double-quick  time!" 

They  are  gone,  friend  and  foe, — anchored 

fast  at  the  pier. 
Whence   no   vessel   brings   back   its   pale 

passengers  here; 
But  our  wharf,  like  a  lily,  still  floats  on  the 

flood. 
Its  breast  in  the  sunshine,  its  roots  in  the 

mud. 


Who — who  that  has  loved  is  to  long  and 

so  well — 
The  flower  of  his  birthright  would  barter 

or  sell? 
No:  pride  of  the  bay,  while  its  ripples  shall 

runk 
You  shall  pass,  as  an  heirloom,  from  father 

to  son! 

Let  me  part  with  the  acres  my  grandfather 
bought. 

With  the  bonds  that  my  uncle's  kind  leg- 
acy brought, 

With  my  bank-shares, — old  "Union," 
whose  ten  per  cent  stock 

Stands  stiff  throught  the  storms  as  the  Ed- 
dystone  rock; 

With   my   rights  (or  my  wrongs)   in  the 

"Erie," — alas! 
With    my    claims   on   the   mournful    and 

"Mutual  Mass.;" 
With  my  "Phil.  Wil.  and  Bait.,"  with  my 

'  "C.B,  andQ.;" 
But   I   never,  no  never,  will   sell   out   of 

you. 

We  drink  to  the  past  and  thy  future  to- 
day. 

Strong  right  arm  of  Boston,  stretched  out 
o'er  the  bay. 

May  the  winds  waft  the  wealth  of  all 
nations  to  thee. 

And  thy  dividends  flow  like  the  waves  of 
the  sea! 

— Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 


This  brochure  has  been  prep.ued  to  prmjde 
interested  parties  with  general  information 
concerning  the  Master  Plan  for  Long  Wharf.  Persons 
desiring  further  information  should  contact  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  AuthontN ,  1  City  Hall 
Square,  Boston,  MA  02201. 

The  Long  Wharf  NLister  Plan  has  been  prepared  for 
The  Boston  Redcvelopmeni  Authority 
Robert  Ryan,    Director 

Board  of  Directors 

Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
loseph  Walsh,  Vice-Chairman 
lames  K.  Flaheny.  Treasurer 
William  A.  McDcrmott,  Jr.,  Member 
Clarence  Jones,  Member 

B>  Sasaki  Associates  Inc.; 

Planning.  .Architeaure,  Landscape  .Architecture, 
Urban  Design,  Civil  Engineering,  and 
Environmental  Services 

The  plan  was  developed  with  the  cooperation  of  a 
broad  range  of  interested  individuals  and  groups 
who  shared  their  visions  of  the  waterfront  and 
panicipated  in  a  series  of  public  workshops  over  the 
past  year. 
Cover  Photo:  Sam  Sweczy 
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Long  Wharf  Master  Plan 

Lung  Wharf  will  be  developed  as  i  simple, 
uncluttered,  public  open  space  which  will  be  used 
in  a  variety  of  ways.  It  will  serve  as  one  of  the 
entrances  to  the  Boston  Harbor  Islands  State  Park, 
the  introduaion  to  Boston  for  visitors  sailing  or 
mniunng  into  the  harbor  and  the  focus  of  a  highly 
functional,  inierccinncacd  land  and  water 
transportation  system. 

Wharf  Structure 

The  (tcccnuraicd  late  19[h  century  concrete  and 
timber  decks  and  grill.ige  will  be  stnppcd  away  and 
the  IHih  and  early  19th  centuries  granite  bulkheads 
and  granite  pavement  will  be  reconstructed.  This 
effort  will  reveal  the  original  "hammerhead"  tip  of 
the  wharf  {as  seen  in  the  Revere  engraving).  People 
at  Waierfroni  Park,  on  Central  Wharf  and  on  boats 
m  the  harbor  will  be  able  to  see  the  granite 
bulkheads  and  gam  a  sense  of  their  appearance  in 
IHiUi, 

Public  Access 

With  the  completion  of  the  Master  Pl,in  for  Long 
Wharf,  the  city  will  have  taken  an  imponant  step  in 
providing  additional  public  access  to  the  water's 
edge.  The  "Walk  to  the  Sea"  will  run  from 
Government  Center  to  the  end  of  a  reconstniCTed  T 
Wharf.  The  30-foot  wide  public  way  established  in 
1709  by  Boston's  iclecimen  "for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston  forever"  will  be  reestablished 
at  the  southern  edge  of  Long  Wharf.  "Steps  to  the 
Sea"  cast  of  the  Long  Wharf  Hotel  will  enable 
people  to  reach  the  water. 

A  pcdesinan  link  from  Waterfront  Park  to  Central 
and  India  Wharves  will  be  provided  by  the 
passageway  through  the  Long  Wharf  Hotel  and  the 
extended  pedestrian  mall  along  East  India  Row. 
The  New  England  Aquarium  plaza  will  be  enlarged 
lo  align  with  the  pedestrian  mall  that  now  exists 
between  Central  and  India  Wharves,  Design  and 
materials  will  be  coordinated  along  this  waterfront 
pedestrian  link. 


Boating  Facilities 


Long  Wharf  w.is  originally  built  to  provide  new 
wharl  space  to  meei  the  needs  of  a  growing  pon, 
Tod.iy.  the  wharf  is  still  in  demand  as  a  marine 
facility  despite  the  changes  in  the  types  of  boating 
aaivity  over  the  past  200  years. 
Excursion  boat  mooring,  patron  loading  and 
scrvicmg  will  occur  on  the  south  side  of  the  wharf. 
An  expanded  commuter  boat  operation  will  be 
located  on  the  wharfs  north  bulkhead.  Water  taxis 
lo  other  points  around  the  harbor  and  to  the 
islands  will  be  able  to  moor  here  in  the  future.  The 
east  bulkhead  will  be  reserved  for  large  visiting 

Slips  for  short-term  visiting  pleasure  craft  will  line 
the  north  side  of  the  new  T  Wharf  and  will  be  the 
hrst  public  landing  on  the  Boston  waterfront. 
A  centralized  terminal  facility  will  be  located  in  the 
public  space  east  of  ihe  New  England  Telephone 
Company  building,  a  major  |unction  of  pedestrian 
movement.  Ticket  sales  for  all  commuter,  taxi  and 
excursion  boats  leaving  Long  Wharf  and 
information  about  waterfront  events  and  public 
rcsirooms  will  be  housed  in  this  building.  The 
terminal  could  also  contain  the  offices  of  a 
wharfmaster  and  the  Boston  Public  Department 
Harbormaster,  The  building  will  be  reminiscent  of 
historic  gabled  wharf  buildings  but  rendered  in 
contemporary  materials  and  will  be  transparent, 
open  and  welcoming  in  appcar,ini.e. 

Historical  Interpretation 

Long  Wharfs  shape,  its  buildings,  granite 
bulkheads,  and  cobble  and  brick  pavements  all 
evoke  an  earlier  lime  in  Boston's  history.  The  re- 
creation of  T  Wharf  in  contemporary  maien.ils  and 
Its  use  as  a  public  landing  will  preserve  the  memory 
of  an  imponant  element  of  the  downtown 
waterfront.  A  display  in  the  space  north  of  the 
Chart  House  will  explain  some  of  the  interesting 
events  of  the  past  200  years.  Graphics  and  full  scale 
maritime  artifacts,  such  as  crates,  barrels,  bales  and 
ships'  wares  can  contribute  to  the  recollection  of 
Long  Wharfs  past.  The  focus  of  this  display  will  be 
the  accurately  staled  deck,  masts,  spars  and  ngging 
of  a  cargo  schooner.  Sails  and  flags  can  be  raised 
for  summer  displays  and  special  events. 


